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BEING FRIENDLYBEING FRIENDLYBEING FRIENDLY   
 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you 
are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11, ESV). “Encourage one another,” and “Build 
one another up.” Two great statements as recorded in the Thessalonian letter 
according to the English Version Translation. The King James translates it like 
this, “Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as 
also ye do.” The Greek word is “parakaleite.” Which means, comfort or encour-
age. How do you comfort or encourage one another? Be friendly! How to be 
friendly. 
 Be friendly by smiling. It is always encouraging to see someone smile. I 
heard a statement that said, “Some people act like they had lemon juice for 
breakfast and ate a persimmon for lunch.” In other words, they are sour. Solo-
mon wrote, “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance…” (Proverbs 
15:13). The Psalmist wrote, “Then was our mouth filled with laughter…” (Psalm 
126:2). Someone said, “Smiling not only can elevate your mood, but it can also 
change the moods of others for the better.” 
 Be friendly by speaking. The Bible says, “Let your speech be alway with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every 
man” (Colossians 4:6). Don’t pass folks up in the aisle of the auditorium and 
not speak. Paul in closing his first Corinthian letter wrote, “All the brethren 
greet you. Greet ye one another with a holy kiss” (1 Corinthians 16:20). While 
our custom is not as it was in the days of Paul, kissing one another, we greet 
one another with kind words or a handshake.” 
 Be friendly by serving. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heav-
en” (Matthew 5:16). 
 Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man that hath friends must shew himself friend-
ly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” 
 

           Larry 



 

FROM THE CUFF 
OUR THEME FOR 2023OUR THEME FOR 2023OUR THEME FOR 2023---SHARING OUR HOPESHARING OUR HOPESHARING OUR HOPE   

   
   

1 Peter 3:15 (KJV) 1 Peter 3:15 (KJV) 1 Peter 3:15 (KJV)    
“““But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that ready always to give an answer to every man that ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear.” with meekness and fear.” with meekness and fear.”    

               SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY  
 Sunday is always a great day when we come together to worship. Sunday Night 
For The Master met for the first time in 2023. Approximately twenty of our folks 
stayed and worked. Thank you very much. 

LOT’S OF ACTIVITIES GOING ONLOT’S OF ACTIVITIES GOING ONLOT’S OF ACTIVITIES GOING ON   
 

Check our bulletin board in the Information Center. 
 

*January 27th – Singing at Bremen at 7:00 P.M. 
*January 28 – Momentum Youth Weekend at Carrolton Church of Christ, Carrollton, GA 
*February 4th – Men’s Growth and Enrichment Seminar at Bremen. Breakfast at 8:00. 
*February 6-9 – Lectures at Freed Hardeman University 
*February 11th – Ladies Day at Fayetteville Church of Christ 
*February 15-19 – Marriage Retreat, Sevierville, TN 
*March 26-30 – Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship 
 

Above are tremendous opportunities for our spiritual growth. Why not take advantage of 
these. The Bibles, says, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Je-
sus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18). 

TRUST IN HIM  
 

 

There is never a day so dark and dreary 
But God can make it bright. 
There is never a night so black and void 
But God can send his light. 
So take to Him those hopeless things 
That are tearing at your life 
The heart that puts its trust in God 
Finds help to meet the strife. 
 

—R. L. Smith 

Psa. 28:6-7 - Blessed be the Lord, 
Because He has heard the voice of 
my supplications! The Lord is my 
strength and my shield; My heart 
trusted in Him, and I am helped; 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, 
And with my song I will praise Him. 
 

 
Thanks to Bro. Glenn Hitchcock and his 
Thought for the Day  

Keep Serving!Keep Serving!Keep Serving!   
 

One way to find joy in life, even through our own personal struggles, is to keep serving oth-
ers. “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an oppor-
tunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13). Being one who 
serves is part of what it means to follow Christ. A life lived by faith is a powerful life of ser-
vice. A life lived by hope is a positive life (Romans 8:24). Your serving can be improved 
through the power of love. Genesis 29:20 tells us that love made Jacob's seven years of ser-
vice for Rachel seem like only a few days. Love makes service easy and burdens light. Service 
to God and others, love for God, love for others and love for good things make a person bet-
ter. Make your life what the Lord wants it to be. Love and serve like you have never loved and 
served before. Learn to serve now, so that you will be ready to serve around the throne of 
God for eternity. I love you.  

    Charles Box, Walnut Street church of Christ, Greenville, AL  



 MEN...Please use the following Bible versions when 

reading:  King James, American Standard 1901 and 
New King James 

IN THE PAST WEEK 
Sunday morning Bible class….…........66 
Sunday morning worship.………..........82 
Sunday night worship….....................54 
Wednesday night service...................49 

CONTRIBUTION 
Jan. 22nd Contribution.….…..$6,690.00 
Budget……….......…..…......…..$6,300.00 

Remember in Prayer…Remember in Prayer…Remember in Prayer…   
   

Jane & Gary’s unborn great granddaughter, 
Oaklynn who has health issues.  
 

Jimmie Redden health issues. 
 
 

Larry Griffin’s aneurysm surgery is going to be 
rescheduled. 
 

Louise Blevins, sister of Bob Cohran, released 
from the hospital, but still having health issues. 
 

Glenda Shipp will have knee surgery Jan. 31st. 
 

The family of Roger Baldridge, who passed 
away suddenly last week.  He was Megan’s co-
worker. 
 

Kelly Bynum, who recently had knee surgery. 
 

Chuck Draffkorn who had an out patient surgery 
on his hand. 
 

Aaron Ownbey having foot issues. 
 

Clarence Leger’s dad who is sick in Haiti and 
needs to come back here to see a doctor. 
 

All our members who are traveling. 
 

Responded for Prayer…Responded for Prayer…Responded for Prayer…   
 
 

Faye Henderson asking for forgiveness and that 
she be able to forgive her parents for how they 
raised her. 

 
 
  

Speaker 
AM/PM-Larry Acuff 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP 
Song Leader AM - Michael Lovelady 

Song Leader PM - Don Droll 
Opening Prayer AM -  Steven Cribb 
Opening Prayer PM - Tom Bosworth 

Scripture Reading  AM–Deut. 21:1-14 
Scripture Reading PM–Deut. 21:15-23 

Lord’s Supper - Stephen Elliott 
Closing Prayer AM - Jonathan Stanley 
 Closing Prayer PM - Zach Henderson 

Baptismal Helpers 
Marks/Thomas 

Wednesday Devotional 
Larry Acuff 

 Privileged to Serve January 29, 2023 

 

JANUARY 29TH – CHILDREN’S BIBLE HOUR at 10:00 A.M. – 
Parents bring your children and a guest. Also, don’t forget Blast 
on Sunday evening!! 

If It Smells Like a Skunk…If It Smells Like a Skunk…If It Smells Like a Skunk…   
 

Last week when entering the church building we were met with an all-too-familiar 
odor. Unfortunately, some of us know firsthand just how bad a skunk can really 
smell. Whether you’ve encountered a skunk one-on-one or not, when you smell the 
distinctive odor produced by these little varmints, you can immediately identify it. 
If it smells like a skunk, then it probably is a skunk. Sin is like that. If some action 
or emotion feels like it could possibly be sinful, then there’s a good chance that it 
probably is: 
 

  If it feels like pride, then it probably is. 
  If it sounds like gossip, then it probably is. 
  If it seems to be petty, then it probably is. 
  If it feels lukewarm, then it probably is. 
  If it looks like it might be a sin. 
 

You get the idea. The Christian life is a constant growing experience and God want 
us to continue to learn about Him and His will through study and meditation of His 
Word. Outlined in the Scriptures are corrections and guidance to help us avoid the 
stench of sin. 
 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and 
all discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may 
be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:9-10). 
 
      Jay Launius, Maud church of Christ, Maud, TX 
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Dates to Remember 
 

 

January 27 – Singing at 
Bremen. 7:00 P.M. 
 

January 29 – Children’s Bi-
ble Hour at 10:00 A.M. 
 

February 4 – Men’s Growth 
Seminar at Bremen 
 

February 11 – Ladies Day at 
Fayetteville Church of 
Christ 
 

February 14 – Traveling Pil-
grims 
 

 
 

Sunday Night for the Mas-
ter meets every Sunday 
night following the evening 
worship service. Come join 
us. 
 

Watch The Fountain of Life every Saturday at 7:00 am on channel 57. 
Also set your DVR and record it if you cannot view the program. 

   
LITHIA SPRINGS YOUTH PAGELITHIA SPRINGS YOUTH PAGELITHIA SPRINGS YOUTH PAGE   

Aaron Ownbey 

 
Our year is kicking off with our first youth activity on February 
4th. This will be our progressive dinner. We are excited that 3 
different families have offered to open up their homes to allow 
us to come over for a period of study, fellowship and to share 
a part of a full course meal with each other. If you would like 
more information please let Lindsay or myself know. The Harris 
family has invited us for appetizers, the Culbreath’s will host 
the meal and Megan is crazy enough to allow us to come over 
for desserts and a hopefully a bonfire and s'mores (depending 
on the weather). The Loveladys, the Stanleys, and the Acuffs 
have volunteered to help each of our hosting houses. Thank you 
to everyone that had volunteered. If you plan to attend, please 
see the youth board to sign up.  


